IV.   ABOUT WRITING NOVELS
BY ANTHONY TROLLOPE
From An Autobiography
IN this passage an English novelist of the last century
whose work is now widely read tells in a simple and
open-hearted fashion how he wrote his novels. He was a
high official in the Post Office, so could only write in his
spare time. He spaced out his leisure systematically as
he describes here, and that was how he managed to write
so many delightful novels. Very few of us intend to write
novels, but all of us can try to catch his liking for hard
work and apply it to practising writing English. When
you practise, try to write as simply and clearly as this
writer,
EARLY in 1858, while I was writing Doctor Thome, I
was asked by the great men at the General Post Office
to go to Egypt to make a treaty with the Pasha for the
conveyance of our mails through that country by
railway. There was a treaty in existence, but that had
reference to the carriage of bags and boxes by camels
from Alexandria to Suez. Since its date the railway
,had grown, and was now nearly completed, and a new
treaty was wanted. So I came over from Dublin to
London, on my road, and again went to work among
the publishers. The other novel was not finished; but